	STRATEGY
	DESCRIPTION
	PROMPTS/QUESTIONS

(Use these to help discuss the text with your child)
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	Readers make connections with the text by using their background knowledge (what they already know). 

Text to Self—connections made between the text and the reader’s personal experience.
Text to Text—connections made between a text being read to a text that was previously read.

Text to World—connections made between a text being read and something that occurs in the world.

	· That reminds me of . . .

· I have a connection to . . .

· I can relate . . .

· What do I already know that will help me understand what I’m reading?

· Has this ever happened to me?
· Have I ever felt this way?
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	When readers use their senses to help them imagine what they might smell, hear, see, taste or feel as they read, they deepen their understanding of the text.


	· I’m picturing . . .

· I can imagine . . .

· My mental image includes . . .

· I can feel  . . . see . . . smell . . . taste . . . touch . . . hear . . .

         

	Questioning
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	Readers ask questions as they read to clarify and deepen understanding of the text as they read.


	· I wonder . . .

· What if . . .

· Why . . .

· How could . . .

· This makes me wonder . . .

	Inferring
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	Readers combine what they already know with clues from the text to “read between the lines.”  The ability to infer helps the reader understand the “why” of the story.


	· My guess is . . .

· It could be that . . .

· This could mean . . .

· Think about why the character did that . . .

· Think about how the character feels . . .

· I predict . . .

· I know that ______ so I can infer . . .

	Determining Importance
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	Readers need to identify “key” ideas or themes as they read.  Readers also need to distinguish between important and unimportant information.
	· What’s important here . . . 

· One thing I should notice . . .

· I want to remember . . .

· It’s interesting that . . .

· What the important ideas?

· What is just interesting without being important?



	Synthesizing
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	Readers’ thinking changes as they gather more information.  They need to use individual pieces of information within a text to form a new idea.
	· Now I understand why . . .

· I’m changing my mind about . . .

· I used to think _______, but now I think . . .

· My new thinking is . . .

· I’m beginning to think . . .



	Monitoring Understanding
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	Readers need to continuously check to determine whether or not the text being read is understood.  Good readers are aware of when they understand and when they don’t.
	· Is this making sense?

· What have I learned?

· Can I retell what I read?

	Use Fix-Up Strategies
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	If readers are having trouble reading specific words or understanding longer passages, they need to use a problem solving strategy.
	· Use pictures
· Skip the word, read-on, and then come back
· Find part of the word you know
· Re-read
· Slow down your reading
· Use text clues to help you



